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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 02/08/2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-16 under 102(b) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the new prior art of 
record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 5, "the passenger foot area" lacks antecedent basis. On line 6, 
"the space previously occupied by the seat cushion" lacks antecedent basis. On lines 
14-15, "the other end of each of said two pair of seat legs moveably mounted to a 
vehicle floor" reads as if the Applicant intends to claim the "seat assembly" in 
combination with the "vehicle floor". In the preamble of the claim, Applicant has claimed 
a "split folding seat assembly for mounting to a vehicle floor". Here, the "vehicle floor" is 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,996 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3636 

not part of the invention. But when Applicant defines the "seat legs" as "mounted to a 
vehicle floor", Applicant is claiming the "vehicle floor" as part of his invention. This 
problem is repeated on line 22 when Applicant defines "a pair of parallel tracks, fixedly 
mounted to a vehicle floor." Again, the claim reads as if the vehicle floor" I part of the 
invention. Applicant either needs to change the language to more proper language 
such as - -for mounting - - or - - to be mounted - - or - - adapted to be mounted - -. All 
of the aforementioned problems are repeated in claims 5, 9, and 13. 

In claims 4, 8, 12, and 16, the phrase "said folding seat assembly is mounting" 
is unclear and confusing language. Should "mounting" be changed to - - to be mounted 
- - or - - for mounting - - or - - or adapted to be mounted - - 

The aforementioned problems render the claims vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1,4-5, 8-9, 12-13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sturt et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,099,072). 

Sturt et al teach a split folding and reclining seat assembly for mounting to a 
vehicle floor comprising a pair of passenger seats 10 which may be independently 
folded from a seating position to a cargo position and back with a minimum of effort for 
use in a vehicle providing a split folding seat assembly in which the seat cushion is 
moved forward and downward into the passenger foot area and the seat back is moved 
forward and downward into the space previously occupied by the seat cushion providing 
a flat load floor over a cargo area and the seat back comprising in cooperative 

* 

combination: a pair of seat cushion frames, each of said seat cushion frames being 
moveably mounted by their front edges to a pair of legs 50, and said pair of seat 
cushion frames rear edges moveably mounted to a corresponding pair of seat back 
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frames 12 by a pair of seat folding links and further each said seat cushion frame having 
a seat cushion mounted thereon; two pair of seat legs 50 having one end of each of 
said two pair of seat legs moveably mounted to the front edge of each of said seat 
cushion frames and the other end of each of said two pair of seat legs moveably 
mounted to a vehicle floor; a pair of seat back frames, each of said seat back frames 
being moveably mounted on their bottom edges to the rear edge of the corresponding 
seat cushion frame by a pair of seat folding links, and further attached by their bottom 
edges by a pair of hinges to a pair of parallel seat tracks 48, and further each of said 
pair of seat back frames having a head restraint mounting member to which are 
attached a desired number of head restraints (See Fig. 3) and each of said seat back 
frames having a seat back cushion mounted thereon, and a pair of parallel tracks fixedly 
mounted to a vehicle floor for each of said pair of passenger seats having a seat back 
frame mounted thereto by means of a hinge allowing the seat backs to be 
independently moved laterally along the pair of parallel tracks during the folding and 
unfolding of each of said passenger seats, said split folding seat assembly is adapted to 
be mounted on a vehicle floor having a configuration allowing said split folding seat 
assembly when in a folded position to provide a cargo surface contiguous with the 
vehicle cargo floor. 

Claims 1,4-5, 8-9, 12-13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sturt et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,123,380). 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,996 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3636 

Sturt et al teach a split folding and reclining seat assembly for mounting to a 
vehicle floor comprising a pair of passenger seats 10 which may be independently 
folded from a seating position to a cargo position and back with a minimum of effort for 
use in a vehicle providing a split folding seat assembly in which the seat cushion is 
moved forward and downward into the passenger foot area and the seat back is moved 
forward and downward into the space previously occupied by the seat cushion providing 
a flat load floor over a cargo area and the seat back comprising in cooperative 
combination: a pair of seat cushion frames 12, each of said seat cushion frames being 
moveably mounted by their front edges to a pair of legs, and said pair of seat cushion 
frames rear edges moveably mounted to a corresponding pair of seat back frames 13 
by a pair of seat folding links and further each said seat cushion frame having a seat 
cushion mounted thereon; two pair of seat legs 138 having one end of each of said two 
pair of seat legs moveably mounted to the front edge of each of said seat cushion 
frames and the other end of each of said two pair of seat legs moveably mounted to a 
vehicle floor; a pair of seat back frames, each of said seat back frames being moveably 
mounted on their bottom edges to the rear edge of the corresponding seat cushion 
frame by a pair of seat folding links, and further attached by their bottom edges by a pair 
of hinges to a pair of parallel seat tracks 46, and further each of said pair of seat back 
frames having a head restraint mounting member to which are attached a desired 
number of head restraints and each of said seat back frames having a seat back 
cushion mounted thereon, and a pair of parallel tracks fixedly mounted to a vehicle floor 
for each of said pair of passenger seats having a seat back frame mounted thereto by 
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means of a hinge allowing the seat backs to be independently moved laterally along the 
pair of parallel tracks during the folding and unfolding of each of said passenger seats, 
said split folding seat assembly is adapted to be mounted on a vehicle floor having a 
configuration allowing said split folding seat assembly when in a folded position to 
provide a cargo surface contiguous with the vehicle cargo floor. 

Claims 1,4-5, 8-9, 12-13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Macey (U.S. Patent No. 6,817,670 B2). 

Macey teaches a split folding and reclining seat assembly for mounting to a 
vehicle floor comprising a pair of passenger seats 100 which may be independently 
folded from a seating position to a cargo position and back with a minimum of effort for 
use in a vehicle providing a split folding seat assembly in which the seat cushion is 
moved forward and downward into the passenger foot area and the seat back is moved 
forward and downward into the space previously occupied by the seat cushion providing 
a flat load floor over a cargo area and the seat back comprising in cooperative 
combination: a pair of seat cushion frames 110, each of said seat cushion frames being 
moveably mounted by their front edges to a pair of legs 1 14, and said pair of seat 
cushion frames rear edges moveably mounted to a corresponding pair of seat back 
frames 120 by a pair of seat folding links and further each said seat cushion frame 
having a seat cushion mounted thereon; two pair of seat legs 114 having one end of 
each of said two pair of seat legs moveably mounted to the front edge of each of said 
seat cushion frames and the other end of each of said two pair of seat legs moveably 
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mounted to a vehicle floor; a pair of seat back frames, each of said seat back frames 
being moveably mounted on their bottom edges to the rear edge of the corresponding 
seat cushion frame by a pair of seat folding links, and further attached by their bottom 
edges by a pair of hinges to a pair of parallel seat tracks 1 30, and further each of said 
pair of seat back frames having a head restraint mounting member to which are 
attached a desired number of head restraints 128 and each of said seat back frames 
having a seat back cushion mounted thereon, and a pair of parallel tracks fixedly 
mounted to a vehicle floor for each of said pair of passenger seats having a seat back 
frame mounted thereto by means of a hinge allowing the seat backs to be 
independently moved laterally along the pair of parallel tracks during the folding and 
unfolding of each of said passenger seats, said split folding seat assembly is adapted to 
be mounted on a vehicle floor having a configuration allowing said split folding seat 
assembly when in a folded position to provide a cargo surface contiguous with the 
vehicle cargo floor. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,996 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3636 

Claims 2, 6, 10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any one of the references above in view of Maruta et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,375,255 B1). 

The above references do not teach an additional head restraint support member. 
However, Maruta et al teaches an extra head restraint member to be old. It would have 
been obvious and well within the level of ordinary skill in the art to modify the seat 
assembly, as taught by the above references, to include an additional head restraint 
support member, as taught Maruta et al, since such an arrangement would provide 
comfort and safety to a third passenger if needed. 

Claims 3, 7, 11, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any of the above references in view of Skelly et al (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2006/0006704 A1 ). 

The above references teach the structure substantially as claimed but does not 
teach the storage compartment as defined in claims 3, 7, 1 1, and 15. However, Skelly 
et al teaches such a storage compartment to be old. It would have been obvious and 
well within the level of ordinary skill in the art to modify the seat assemblies, as taught 
by the references above, to include a storage compartment, as taught by Skelly et al, 
since it would provide a place for storing items when the seat is in use. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Richter et al, Takeda t al, Sturt et al, Schaefer et al, Smuk, Waku 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,996 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3636 

et al, Garrido et al, Macey, Kim, Watanabe et al, Neale, and Oyama teach sructure 
similar to the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
March 5, 2006 




